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DEFINITIONS: 

 Individual is Certified

 Program is Accredited

Accreditation vs. Certification



DEFINITION

 A review process that determines if a training 

program meets defined standards of quality.

 If accredited, the program’s curriculum and quality 

have been evaluated and judged to meet 

    the standards of the profession. 

Accreditation  



 Protects the public

 Protects the resident

 Improves patient care

 Drives program improvement

Accreditation















Program Accreditation: The Process

1. Completion of the Self-Assessment

2. Self-Assessment reviewed by accrediting agency

3. Site visit (trust but verify!)

4. Accreditation Decision

5. Re-accreditation



Site Visit Schedule



 International Accreditation Guidelines

Self-Assessment Document

Pilot Programs

 Shroffs Eye hospital (India) – Advanced Accreditation

 Magrabi-ICO Cameroon Eye Institute - Pending

 Instituto Mexicano de Oftalmologia – Advanced Accreditation

 Self-Study pending RIIO (Rwanda) and Wei He (China)

Where the OF is now:
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Summary

 Program accreditation is a structured process designed to drive 

program improvement.

 It protects the student’s education and ultimately improves patient 

care.



Thank-you for your attention.
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